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From the drivers seat...
Despite a few problems this years  Spring 
Rally was a great success, over 1500 cars were 
registered and went on track, so during the 
summer we should  get confirmation from 
Guinness that the MX5 Owners Club  holds has 
taken the record from the Dutch. It was good to 
see so many current and former members of the 
Peaks and Pennines Area  at the event.

Pictures and write ups are in this edition of Soft Top Hard Top

Dare I mention the ‘C’ word in  so early in the year? For 
the last few years Keith Saltmarsh has organised the clubs 
Christmas ‘Do’,  we all owe Keith a big thank you, severe back 
problems prevented him from attending, which was a great 
shame. He has informed me that he is unable to organise the 
2019 ‘Do’, so a new organiser is required.

A new organiser  is also required for our Spring Weekend 
away. Our thanks to Trevor and Trish for organising this run to 
North Wales for the last  7 years.

Without  organisers these events will not happen, please  
contact me if you would be willing to take either event on.

Lesley and I will be at the June Social meeting, but family 
commitments will prevent us from coming on the Sunday run. 
Alan Round will be leading the run, it will start from Moorlands 
at Owler Bar, Sheffield.

The July Sunday run will be a week later than normal, it is 
now on July 14th, Paul Graham will lead a convoy across to 
Woodhall Spa, where the town will be in the thick of their 
40’s weekend. Safe parking has been organised for the owners 
club. I am not going to describe the annual event here, have a 
look at last years event on the P & P website pp.mx5oc.co.uk, 
where you will find write-ups and links to a brilliant video on 
YouTube.  40’s themed dress is desirable,  but not essential. As 
Andy W will be on holiday, his ‘Full Monty’ suit may be available 
for hire.

Two other events are planned for July, as usual full details are 
on the Peaks and Pennines Future Events webpage.

Safe driving.

Burton and Lesley



ANTIQUES ROGUESHOW
The question is which are the antiques?

We need your help.
As you’ll have read from Burton’s intro, Trish and Trev along 
with Keith are stepping down from organising the Wales 
weekend and also the Xmas party. They’ve done a fab job, and 
now it’s time to pass on the baton. If anyone can support either 
of these activities it would be amazing. 

It doesn’t have to be one person, there could be a few of you 
working together - share the work! That’s how we planned the 
Sports cars in the park run. 

So step forward and have a chat with Burton and Lesley! They’d 
be very happy!

Humpty

All in control...ish
Setting off Sunday morning from the Stockyard 
Hellaby were 17 cars amidst grey skies and rain, 
our tops stayed up!
We followed our RED leader Burton and Lesley in their new red 
MX5 towards Ravenfield also passing our monthly meeting haunt The 
Rockingham Arms at Wentworth.

Heading towards Howbrook there was “snow on them there hills”. Then 
the snow became heavier with a light covering on the roads. This didn’t 
stop the convoy as we all motored on.

After our stop at the Oil Can Café having being refuelled with teas, 
coffee and cakes more of our friends joined us now totalling 17 cars.  
The sun came out so did the rain follow by the hail so the tops stayed 
up.

Passing through Shelley and Roydhouse with stunning views over 
the valleys, we drove passed Emley More Mast which was built 
between 1969 –1971 and standing 1,084 Ft. its function is transmitting 
telecommunications and broadcasting covering much of the north of 
England.

Our next stop was the National Mining Museum not to visit this time, 
but for a coffee or a bite to eat whilst we were split into two groups to 
visit Highways England.

Situated just off the M1 Junction 39 Wakefield, arriving at their location 
we were taken into a conference room for a very informative talk and 
visual display.

Highways England is charged with operating, maintaining and improving 
England’s motorways and major A roads. It operates information 
services through the provision of on-road signage and its traffic England 
website provides traffic officers to deal with incidents on its networks. 
Comprising of; over 4,000 miles of roads, bridges, tunnels, drainage 
systems and technology.

The control room was fascinating with large screens showing the flow of 
traffic on several major roads simultaneously, with the operators keeping 
a keen eye out for any problems which may occur.

Another great run.

Thank you Burton and Lesley

Carol x



Monthly meeting

Come and meet this bunch of oddballs at the 
The Rockingham Arms, 8 Main St, Wentworth, 
Rotherham S62 7TL.

We’ll be alternating the meetings between the first 
Wednesday and Thursday of every month.  Please 
keep checking the forum for any last minute changes.

 We’ll start around 8:15 when everybody has 
finished eating.  We’d love to see you there and 
you’ll be made very welcome!

No room in the car park at Hassop Station 
Cafe due to the volume of walkers starting 
from the book shop. A field was allocated for 
20 cars looking forward to our weekend in 
Llangollen.
10.00 am sharp we all set off, 1 Jaguar, 1 Z4 and 17 MX5’s. Our 
leader in his Audi TT,  Trevor Walker and wife Trisha who had 
organized (as he had done for the past 7 years ) our weekend 
away.

Following our well written itinerary we made our way through 
Ashbourne, Buxton, towards Congleton, a very busy town with 
heavy traffic. We lost sight of our leader, but Clive and Linda 
took the lead on the last 4 cars. Eventually all 20 cars arrived at 
Bridgemere Garden World for our coffee break.

An hour and a half later our convoy sett off passing through 
Buerton,  Audlem, Burleydam, towards Whitchurch.

We new we were in Wales when the road signs got a bit 
WELSH.

It had been a good run, the sun shone nearly all the way, and the 
itinerary was spot on. We headed through Llangollen towards 
the Ponderosa cafe, up and up the Horse Shoe Pass.  After a chat 
and a customary photo shoot we made our way down the Pass 
and headed for the White Waters Hotel in Llangollen.

Chilling out at the bar, or walking into the town, or just resting 
their eyes, we all met up for our evening meal. By the time the 
meal was over, some retired to bed, others made their way to 
the bar.

With the clocks going forward we lost an hour, but after 
breakfast the group was all geared up for a ride around the 
lovely Welsh countryside.

Trevor and myself declined as Trevor was suffering with A MAN 
COLD. We did meet them at Betws-y-Coed.

A lovely coffee and a chat, then a walk around the few shops. 
It is a lovely clean and a very  popular town for all ages, and 
vehicles, motor bikes, push bikes, walkers, and cars.

Some of the group said there goodbyes. That sad word for some 
WORK. After a few hours in Betws-y-Coed we all split up, some 
went to Caernarfon, Barmouth, Chirk Castle, but poor Steve 
and Nicky ended up having to have two new tyres on the back 
of his MX after discovering he had a puncture.

It had been a lovely day more sun shine, PERFECT. It was just 
fitting to finish the day off with a lovely meal and then a laugh 
and a joke back in the bar. Sorry we missed Norman he arrived 
after we retired to bed. A full English in the morning to send us 
all on our way home.

It was rather cool when we set off, but soon the sun came out 
so the top came down, not even a jacket on.

Our sincere thanks to Trevor and Trisha for all there hard work 
for making the weekend break an enjoyable time.

Eileen

Wales - The last hurrah?



We have been Married for 40 years in December and we have 3 Children, Anita 43 from my 1st 
Marriage & Linda took her on as a 3yr old, Samantha 38 & Gareth 32. We met when I was part 
time door & floor man at Tiffany’s Night Club in Rotherham. My main job was a miner and I had 
studied on day release from being a mining apprentice over 5 years. Doing all jobs like tea lad 
for the under managers, assistant & deputy manager,  working and assisting in the training office, 
painting and cleaning in the pit head baths. At 16 l was old enough to go underground. I then 
worked as a Line Lad in the Surveying Department, then erecting stone dust barriers (which come into effect if a 
explosion occurs). I then did Coal Face Training and became a Coal Face Worker at 25.                                     

Linda was a shop assistant at John Speeds department store on the high street in Rotherham and she worked 
through many departments. When I met Linda she was in charge of the cosmetics department and had staff under 
her charge , When Speeds shut she was made redundant and we decided to get married. 

I’ve been a biker from being 16 until a couple of years a go at just over 60 decided I was getting to old an health 
issues. I had been weening myself off bikes and I Bought a MGF a 75th Anniversary Special Edition a 1999 model in 
2012. I loved and enjoyed my bikes, Linda joined me sometimes but she wasn’t smitten! We enjoyed the MGF top 
down days,  it was our together time, our bit of escapism from grandchildren who live next door to us.

I traded my MGF in for a 2008 MX5 Niseko and the bike was sold.  We Joined The MX5 Club in the September 
2017 together with my best mate and work colleague Gez and his wife Janet. He had recently bought a MX5 and 
we joined the club together. We have been made welcome by Burton & Lesley & other club members and enjoy the 
club nights and monthly runs 

In October last year the Niseko was traded in for a 2011 Sport Black in Spirited Green Ltd Edition. 

We’re really  pleased with it and look forward too many years of club runs and events.

Getting to know you, Kev & Linda
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Off we all go again. 22 cars meeting at The 
Stockyard, Bramley. Weather was a bit misty 
but 9deg, good enough for tops down.
Heading towards Stainton we lost a few of Burton’s little chick, 
but after doing a U turn they soon joined us. Alan and Christine 
were still not accounted for. We headed towards Tickhill, did a 
right turn to Oldcoats, then a left towards Blyth.  We made our 
way past Hodsock Hall (a lovely day out when the snow drops 
appear)

Going through Chatsworth Park, we pick up Alan & Christine 
HURRAH!, still in convoy and now 10deg we make our way 
through Edwinstow. WOW!! The country smells certainly clear 
the nasals. We arrive at Sherwood Forest Railway, A children’s 
play area (should be ) But if you saw some of the group on Zip 
wire, slide, roundabout, you would soon think differently. Also a 
lovely small gage railway, runs a couple of mile down a track, 

A lovely little train but not made for the larger person, ( good 
job our group were all slim ) They also did a good cup of tea, 
coffee, and hot chocolate. I guess we are all children at heart.

Once again we are on the road again, passing through 
Netherhang towards Bolsover. Some of the group did a few laps 
around Bolsover, we didn’t see them again until they reached 
their destination, but Burton had given us all co- ordinates for 
the Sat Nav.

Now only 8 cars were following our leader, the sun was shining 
and now 12deg. Turning right at Revolution House in Old 
Whittington alongside the Cock and Magpie pub, where Burton 
& Lesley had booked a Sunday roast for us all. Burton and 
Lesley had also booked a viewing of the Revolution House, a 
very beautiful thatched building, built around 1688,an ale house, 
where the Earl of Devonshire, the Earl of Danby, Mr John D’Arcy 
plotted to the over throw of James 11. All of Burtons little chicks 
now all together again we all trooped into the Cock and Magpie 
for a lovely carvery.

It has been a busy time for the MX5 club, but thanks once again 
to B & L another success to add to their list. It wouldn’t survive 
long without them. Another great run.

Thank you once again from all of us.

Eileen

Out and about




